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Introduction
the new “Cookies Law”1 comes into force 26 May 2012 and so all companies must ensure that they tell users of 
whatever websites they make available through whatever device that cookies are being used (if they are). they must 
also explain what the cookies are doing, and obtain their consent to store a cookie if that is the intention.

to help demystify this impending regulation the dma has identified 10 steps to help guide you on your way 
to compliance.

1this 10 step guide, while referring specifically to cookies, actually refers to the the privacy and electronic communications (ec directive) 
Regulations 2003 and so covers the use of cookies and similar technologies for storing information, and accessing information stored, on a user’s 
equipment such as their computer or mobile.
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10 steps to managing cookies
1. Engage key stakeholders

it is likely that a senior manager/board member should sponsor an organisation’s approach to managing •	
this high profile requirement. their involvement will help mobilise the  key stakeholders that will need to be 
both involved and informed throughout any debate you have while deciding your policy towards managing 
cookies both internally and from a website user’s perspective. Roles that are likely to need to be involved 
include: 

senior managers o

Legal & compliance  o

Help desks and call centres o

customer facing colleagues o

it o

marketing  o

pR o

clients  o

the key to implementing a compliant solution will be your it team / web managers (whether internal or •	
out-sourced), but they will need guidance from the key stakeholders as to what should be implemented as a 
matter of overall policy. 

allocate budget and resource; this will not fix itself and so resources need to be planned for. •	

2. Check what types of cookies you use 

make sure you identify all your websites and other places where cookies might be used (e.g. mobile apps, ipad apps 
and so on) - there are many third parties now providing cookie audit services (as well as end-to end solutions)2

3. Delivery Method (Solus or Shared)

assess your cookies against an ‘intrusiveness scale’ - either your own or an industry standard such as the icc •	
(international chamber of commerce) and categorise each cookie e.g.

strictly necessary o

performance related o

Functionality  o

targeting o

this is also a good opportunity to identify any cookies that are no longer required.•	

4. Decide how you will obtain consent from users of your site(s) to use Cookies or not. 

methods you might use include:

pop-up boxes•	

splash pages•	

2see the dma’s guide to who may be able to assist further at http://www.dma.org.uk/toolkit/countdown-cookie-compliance

http://www.international-chamber.co.uk/components/com_wordpress/wp/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/icc_uk_cookie_guide.pdf
http://www.dma.org.uk/toolkit/countdown-cookie-compliance
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Landing pages•	

Homepage headers•	

Banners•	

scrolling text •	

implied consent – •	 as indicated by the ico 

tick boxes•	

terms & conditions  •	

5. Develop and test your solution(s)

these requirements are new for everyone so make no assumptions •	

Before you launch be sure you test the end-to-end user experience – be prepared to continually •	 “test and 
learn” how you manage this compliance requirement ongoing if at all possible

don’t forget to include an assessment of the language you have used; is it user friendly?•	

once you go live keep alert for user feedback; this may well help you create a more engaging user •	
experience and so more effective site

6. Update your Cookie policy and other relevant content 

alongside your consent mechanism, you will need to provide access to content which will explain:•	

what cookies/equivalent technologies are in use o

what they are doing o

How users can both provide and withdraw consent o

if appropriate use industry defined language / descriptions such as the icc’s (or use the advice of your legal/•	
compliance team/advisors).

keep the profile of your site users in mind when updating your policy e.g. do children use your site?•	

if your changes are ‘work in progress’ then you might consider updating your existing cookie policies to tell •	
your customers that you are getting ready. 

7. Communicate with third parties

think about your relevant third party relationships•	

are any third parties running websites on your behalf? o

placing cookies on your behalf? o

Broadcasting emails on your behalf? o

what changes are they making in order to comply? •	

do you need additional contractual terms in place?•	

8. Ensure relevant staff are fully aware

it’s essential that any staff who might be asked questions about your solution are fully briefed and aware. this could 
include, for example:

technical help desks o

public relations teams o

http://www.dma.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/Cookies/ICO%20guidance%20on%20cookies.pdf
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call centre staff o

marketing teams o

Your Board! o

9. Define a maintenance / control process

Remember 26th may 2012 is the start not the end date•	

it is essential that you keep effective control of your organisation’s use of cookies to ensure ongoing •	
compliance; an agreed policy to manage this regulation is likely to become a key part of managing risk and 
compliance for your organisation ongoing.

10. Talk with and learn from others

dm•	 a 

ic•	 o

all about cookie•	 s 

ic•	 c

the dma have identified a series of organisations as being able to providing help, they can be found on the •	
dma countdown to cookies webpage

if you know of any other organisations or you would like to appear on this list please contact   
emma-jayne.mcewan@dma.org.uk  t. 0207 291 3383

http://www.dma.org.uk/
http://www.dma.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/Cookies/ICO%20guidance%20on%20cookies.pdf
http://www.allaboutcookies.org/
http://www.international-chamber.co.uk/
http://www.dma.org.uk/toolkit/countdown-cookie-compliance
mailto:emma-jayne.mcewan@dma.org.uk
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the direct marketing association (dma) is europe’s largest professional body representing the direct marketing 
industry. with a large in-house team of specialists offering everything from free legal advice and government 
lobbying on direct marketing issues to research papers and best practice, it is always at the forefront of developments 
in the industry. 

the dma protects the direct marketing industry and consumers. it promotes the highest standards through self-
regulation and lobbies against over-regulation. the dm code of practice sits at the heart of everything we do – and all 
members are required to adhere to it. it sets out the industry’s standards of ethical conduct and best practice. 

our 10 dma councils/Board committees cover the whole marketing spectrum – from the digital world of social 
media and mobile marketing to the ‘real’ world channels of door drops and inserts. the councils are made up of dma 
members and regularly produce best practice and how to guides for our members. 

we also have a packed calendar of conferences, workshops and discussions on the latest topics and best practice, and 
80% of them are free for members and their staff.

as the industry moves on so do we, which is why we’ve recently launched a number of new services for our members 
– a Vat helpline, a social media Helpdesk and an ip protection service. 

Visit www.dma.org.uk regularly to keep up to date with all our services. 

About the DMA

http://www.dma.org.uk
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the 10 steps to managing cookies how to guide is published by the direct marketing association (uk) Ltd copyright 
© direct marketing association. all rights reserved. no part of this publication may be reproduced, copied or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, or stored in a retrieval system of any nature, without the prior permission of 
the dma (uk) Ltd except as permitted by the provisions of the copyright, designs and patents act 1988 and related 
legislation. application for permission to reproduce all or part of the copyright material shall be made to the dma 
(uk) Ltd, dma House, 70 margaret street, London, w1w 8ss.

although the greatest care has been taken in the preparation and compilation of the 10 steps to managing cookies 
how to guide, no liability or responsibility of any kind (to extent permitted by law), including responsibility for 
negligence is accepted by the dma, its servants or agents. all information gathered is believed correct at april 2012. 
all corrections should be sent to the dma for future editions.

Copyright and disclaimer
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